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More than a slice of history
This is a large family home with gardens to match, and extensive outbuildings.
Throughout the house the original features have been preserved, with a major
refurbishment having been undertaken by the present owner. Recent history
includes use as an officers’ mess for the Halifax, Wellington and Lancaster
bombers based at RAF Elsham Wolds in World War II. Also during the war, it
provided separate lodgings for prisoners of war who worked on nearby farms
and slept in the loft.
The Manor House is an outstanding example of a single storey open hall house
evolving into a large farm house over the centuries. As a home of real historical
significance, it is included in the Lincolnshire volume of the definitive reference
work, The Buildings of England, by Nikolaus Pevsner.
During the late 17th or early 18th century the original ‘open hall’ house was
modified to include a large chimney stack, a first floor and the height of the
house was raised throughout. Existing foundations and features (the timber
framed ‘cruck’ construction, for example) date the house to the 16th century.
Some of the original wooden frame which remains embedded in brick and
stonework may be evidence of an even earlier history. Earlier in the 19th century
there was the addition of the rear wing, and the stable and granary buildings.
The property has been sympathetically restored in keeping with Historic
England guidelines, and this can be seen in many of the features such as
windows - which are all slightly different - and the thickness of walls. Where
timber has been replaced it has been on a like for like basis, and where walls
have required repair it has been done using lime mortar. Central heating is gas
fired and the boiler has recently been replaced and upgraded.
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An important Grade II listed family home with a long history and well appointed for comfortable modern living. With origins going back at to the 1500s
and earlier, The Manor House is set in the heart of a friendly village in North Lincolnshire, close to the market town of Brigg. It stands in grounds of
approximately an acre including a separate plot of 0.2 of an acre with full planning permission for an additional property in keeping with The Manor.
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Welcome

Entering the grounds, a gravel drive surrounds a mature
weeping ash with the house to the left and a large lawn
to the right; behind which stands a long brick wall. Go
in through the front door and and take a moment to
orientate yourself. The space now occupied by the hall
and dining room, which is to your right, is what would
have formed the 16th century building, with a large solid
brick chimney stack and fireplace in the centre. In the
early 19th century an arched passageway was created
between the existing fireplaces through the 17th century
chimney stack, leading through to the rear hallway and the
‘new’ wing. Stairs from the rear hall go the first floor, and
there is also access to the kitchen and, beyond that, to the
utility room and separate pantry. Throughout the house
wood has been stripped of paint and carefully refurbished,
so that there is a real sense of warmth as well as history.
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Sitting Room

From the entrance hall turn left into the sitting room.
This a bright room with windows on two aspects, and an
impressive heavy cast iron Victorian fireplace . It is a finely
proportioned room, ideal for entertaining.

Dining Room

Turning right from the hall, go into the dining room. Here
you can see not only the thickness of the original walls but
also some of the structural wood of the earlier house, some
of which extends up to the roof. To add to this sense of
timelessness, a large inglenook fireplace has pride of place.
As with all fireplaces on the ground floor, it is in full working
order, with a stainless steel-lined flue. A second door leads
through to the kitchen.
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Cooking & Family Dining

Recently modernised, the kitchen retains exposed wooden beams and has been cleverly designed to maximise the use of space. There is a gas fired
Rayburn range, a corian topped central island and work surfaces, plus an additional electric hob and built in electric ovens. The floor has been recently
re-laid with fine modern laminate tiles. There is plenty of space for a table in addition to the island, and beyond the kitchen is a separate pantry and a
large separate utility room with a double sink.
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Snug

This cosy room is on the ground floor of the ‘new’ 19th
century extension. Two windows keep this a bright room
, with views over the garden and an open fire makes for
a warm welcome. The fireplace is of more modern brick
design, equipped with a Baxi burner and an external ash box.
Next to the snug is the downstairs w.c., and a door to the
garden – although the inner hallway is carpeted, the floor in
this rear section is tiled, so providing convenient ‘back door’
access in wet weather. The hallway leads through to the
kitchen/breakfast room.

Explore Upstairs

From the rear hallway, follow the stairs (dated to 1872, so
a replacement for previous versions) to the first floor. On
the landing in front of you are doors to three of the five
bedrooms, all of which are doubles. Turn left: immediately
to your right is the family bathroom and ahead are doors
to the third bedroom and the master bedroom suite.
Approaching the master bedroom, note the brickwork and
old timbers, and stairs to the loft space (and behind the
stairs, the massive brickwork of the original chimney stack)
and a separate ladder to the north eastern loft space
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Master Bedroom

This is a large room running the depth of the house with windows facing north east and south east. Beams and woodwork are exposed, as in the rest
of the house, and give a calm, mellow feeling. There is an ensuite wet room with a large walk-in shower with glass partition, w.c. and wash basin. The
floor and shower are fully tiled; the walls, half tiled.
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Bedroom 3 & Bathroom

Next to the master suite is bedroom 3 and next to that the
family bathroom. Together, these rooms form the first floor of
the rear extension. The bedroom has views to the south east
over the back garden and the bathroom looks north west
towards the barn. The bathroom has a fully tiled floor, part tiled
walls and w.c., wash basin and an enamelled cast iron bath.

Bedroom 5,2 & 4

Return along the landing. Bedrooms 2 and 4 are at the
front of the house; both are spacious doubles. Bedroom 2
has a burnished 19th century fireplace and mantelpiece, and
exposed beams showing the original construction methods
for the oldest end wall: scarf joints fit neatly together and are
secured by wooden pegs. Should you raise an eyebrow here,
these beams are no longer structural.
Adjoining Bedroom 2 is Bedroom 4, with a separate wash
basin in a recess framed by the original timbers.
Bedroom 5 overlooks the rear garden and, although currently
used as an office, it has ample room for a double bed.
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Gardens & Outside Spaces

Return downstairs and go outside to explore the garden and outhouses.
The house is surrounded by lawn on three sides, in turn bounded by flower beds and carefully positioned trees and shrubs. There are two wells, both
of which take rain water from the roofs. The property is edged with a combination of walls, fence and hedges. To the north western end of the house,
an arched brick doorway leads through to a small yard. Here there is access to the workshop and ground floor store rooms, and if you turn right
through the arch, there is the ‘kitchen garden’, walled on two sides and for half of a third side, and currently laid to grass. Continuing further, you are led
to the main yard and also to the site of the vacant plot, which has its own lawn beyond.
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Outhouses

Attached to the house, but with separate access, are two
ground floor store rooms (originally a stable and a tack
room) and a workshop. Above these are two more rooms
on the first floor (where the original roof timbers are still
visible), accessed by stairs from the workshop. These are
currently used as storage but could easily be re-purposed
as studio space, home offices or additional accommodation,
provided alterations are in keeping with the original building.

Barn

Facing the main yard, the open barn provides extensive
covered space and is ideal as a car port; there is generous
space for 5 cars plus a lockable garage for a sixth. On
the other side of this section is a paved and part-covered
area facing the garden. The barn also includes a coal shed,
additional store room and a separate w.c.

Rear Plot

North west of the house, to the rear of the property, is
a substantial vacant plot with space for a new house and
garden. There is planning permission to build a two storey
four bedroom house which would have its own garden and
a right of way over the yard belonging to the main property.
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Out & About

The village of Elsham sits on the northern end of
Lincolnshire Wolds , nestling into the chalk escarpment
facing west over the Ancholme valley. It is about 4½ miles,
or approximately a 6 minute drive, from the market town
of Brigg which boasts three supermarkets and a variety of
other shops. Elsham is 14 miles (20 minutes by road) east
of Scunthorpe and conveniently placed to access the M180
and the national motorway network. Humberside Airport,
with connections to Scotland, the Channel Islands, and
Europe, is within easy reach.
Just outside the village are Elsham Hall Gardens and
Country Park, and Elsham Golf Club. There are several
schools in the area to cater for all ages, both maintained and
independent. The Manor House itself stands close to the
middle of the village and must have been one of the original
substantial buildings in the area.
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Building plot drafts
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“It’s lovely living in a house with such
history and in such a convenient
location. It’s warm in winter and
it copes well with hot weather, so
it’s comfortable all year round. And
it’s been great to have the space,
outdoors as well as inside.”
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